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PASTOR’S HILSEN

A Season for Celebrating

Every single year, Christmas seems to come sooner and sooner. | know, it probably has
something to do with me growing older. But, the older | get, the more reasons | find for
celebrating Christmas as much as possible. There are several reasons for that. The most
important reason is, of course, that our Savior, Jesus is born. If there is something we
desperately need right now, that is a Savior. Who can save us and our world, not only from
‘ all the terrible wars and disasters, but also me and you from ourselves.

/K For the time being | am watching a series on Netflix called the “The Beast in Me.”
I think in some way we all have a beast inside, the part of me and you that comes out when
we are mad or when we are jealous or when we think or do or say things that are not exactly nice.

Christmas tells us that there was one who came to save us from that beast inside us. That is why Christmas is so
important! Another reason is that the longer you live, the more people you lose every single year. | myself have lost
three-four great friends every single year lately. And, in the middle of our grief, we know that Jesus, our Savior, was
the one standing there behind death and wishing them welcome home. If they believed in the Christmas message
“A Savior is Born”for me for you and for everyone who believes that he is their Savior.

So let us celebrate! Christmas is herel Hope beyond death is real! Pastor Gunnar

PASTORAL CARE & PRAYER REQUESTS

The Mindekirken pastoral care team wants to care
for you and your family as you walk through life’s
celebrations and challenges. Please contact Pastor

Hymn Blog
by Gracia Grindal

Hymnfortheday.com is Gracia Grindal’s blog

Gunnar Kristiansen at Tgunnarkristensen@gmail.com
or call 651-955-5359, or the church office at 612-874-
0716, if you are hospitalized, having surgery, or are in
need of pastoral support.

Prayer requests can be emailed to:
1gunnarkristensen@gmail.com. All requests will
remain confidential.

VOO

on hymns and the text for the coming Sunday. It
has a brief devotional and lots of information of
favorite hymns, many from the Nordic countries.
Go to the site, scroll to the bottom of the page, and
you will find out how to sign up to receive the blog
every week. You can also search for information on
your favorite hymns on the site.

MISSION OF THE MONTH - IHELP FRIENDSHIP

Pastor Gunnar founded and oversees a humanitarian aid organization
in Bohol, Philippines which has a profound impact on improving lives.
iHelpFriendship  Mindekirken is the main supporter of ihelpfriendship and our contributions are
crucial for meals, education, medicine, and mental health support.

Support for Mission of the Month is always appreciated and the next level of
support is signing up for a monthly donation through your church Elexio account. It is helpful for ihelpfriendship’s
budgeting to have a consistent stream of income - even for as little as $10 a month. To set up your Mindekirken
Elexio account, please contact Nancy Olson or Maggie Burr in the church office. Holiday blessings to you! Wendi S.




GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT

WISHING YOU ALL A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Am looking forward to the many events offered at Mindekirken this Holiday season!

From my family to yours, GOD JUL!!!
Kirsti Grodahl, President, Mindekirken Congregation

TREASURER'’S REPORT

As we have done in the past, a letter has been sent, jointly with the Mindekirken Foundation, asking for your
consideration in year-end giving and pledging for 2026. We are a small church with big programs. We have been
celebrating, all year 2025, the 200th anniversary of the Restauration. Our programs brought in many special people
and groups, which added extra expenses this year.

| hope that you will consider, opening your heart and your pocketbook and give generously.
Nancy Olson, Treasurer, Mindekirken and Ex Officio Board Member of the Mindekirken Foundation

DEACON’S REPORT

Arts/Exhibits Subcommittee of the Deacons

Some may have noticed the black and white pictures that hung in the hall outside the Fellowship Hall have been
removed. The pictures have been scanned and are now accessible on the church’s website at
https://www.mindekirken.org/about-us. The originals have been safely stored for future displays as needed.

The exhibit regarding Mindekirken’s immigrant stories, as relayed by six of its members, is near completion. A
special thank you to Leslee Lane Hoyum for her photographic work and Michael Harty who assisted with interviews.
Nancy Watkins.

IN REMEMBRANCE

Kari Fosse, age 85, of Bloomington, MN, died November 10, 2025. As a baptized child
of Christ, she now lives in heaven with her Savior Jesus. She was born February 6, 1940 in
Bergen, Norway. She was baptized in Tynes, Norway. When Kari was one her family moved
to Loftus and when she was nine her family moved to Lindas, Norway. On October 19,
1959 she married Bernt Fosse. In 1964 she first immigrated to the United States. In 1974
she moved back to Norway for 10 months and in 1975 returned to the Minneapolis area.
In Norway she completed 8 years of compulsory education plus one additional year. In
1993 she completed her GED and in 2005 she graduated with a BA from the College of
St. Catherine. She was an active member at the Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church in
Minneapolis.

She was always an artist. During WWII when there was no paper, she always found
something to draw on. She loved painting and working in her garden.

She is preceded in death by her husband Bernt, her sister Olaug and her brother-in-law
Magnus Fosse. She is survived by four children, one granddaughter, five grandsons, one great grandson, and other
relatives. Her service was held on Saturday Nov 15 at Mindekirken.




TUESDAY OPEN HOUSE

Schedule . , Reservations
Arrive early to find a seat, enjoy ) .
10:30 a.m. Doors open . .. To make a reservation, send an email to
coffee, and socialize before lunch X A .
11-11:30 Lunch served . . reservations@mindekirken.org or call
. starts. Adonationof $15 is .
11:45 Announcements & Brief (612) 874-0716 option 8
- requested at the entrance to the
Devotion Fellowship Hall
12-1 Program P

WEATHER CANCELLATION: In case of a snow event, check www.mindekirken.org or call the office for updates before coming

December 2 Christmas Traditions (Doug Ohman)

Take a nostalgic trip back to your childhood with historian Doug Ohman as he shares the
wonderful traditions of Christmas at the country church. He will share stories, photographs and
history of the most celebrated of all holidays, Christmas.

December 9 Here Travels the Brave at Sea The Restauration Story l

Sherry Johnson joined the June,2025 tour to Norway to learn about the first
organized group of Norwegians emigrating on the ship Restauration to America 200
years ago and those who followed. Norway and the United States continue a strong
connection. The highlight was waving farewell to the Restauration with the Royal
Family in Stavanger on July 4. This will be a travelogue through photos and videos.
Sherry managed to eat the best varme pglse in Oslo!

Sandra Bestland will present highlights from the 2025 Immigration Tour to New York City. Along the way, she will
weave in stories about the remarkable Norwegian immigrants who shaped New York City culture and infrastructure
using its waterways, airways, and byways. Capping off the presentation will be tales from the 2025 folkefest in
celebration of the sloop Restauration after it docked in New York Harbor.

December 16 Norwegian Favorite Christmas Hymns and their Stories

The hymns around Christmas are the ones we know by heart. We know them mostly because
they have been passed on to us through our families who learned them from hymnals. In the great
move from Norwegian to English, and the production of hymnals by Lutheran committees who
were not familiar with the Norwegian tradition, many of the most beloved did not live beyond the
Service Book and Hymnal (red)of 1958 because most on the committee did not know them. We will
sing both the ones we still have in our memory and reconnect with the real treasury of hymns we
should know for the holiday. Presented by Gracia Grindal.

—.—
()

Tuesday Open House will be on vacation from December 18, 2025 to January 6, 2026. This is a special time for
the kitchen crew to have a rest from a weekly event and enjoy the Holiday Season. We are so fortunate to have
such a wonderful team to prepare a lunch for us every Tuesday and they deserve a well needed rest.




UPCOMING EVENTS

Save the Date

Make sure these events are on your calendar for December!

Bake Sale: Presented by Mindekirken’s Alle Kvinner

Saturday Dec 6—10:00-2:00 PM

Norwegian specialty cookies:

Rosettes, sandbakkelse, brunkaker, krumkaker, etc.

Cafeteria serving warm Risengrynsgret (rice porridge with sugar and cinnamon)
includes coffee and a slice of Julekake (Christmas fruit bread) 10:30 a.m. — 1 p.m.

Book sale & raffle - Norwegian chocolates and candies - Gift items & cookbooks «
Bunads & hand-knits

Nordic Choirs Julekonsert

Sunday Dec 21—2:00 PM

Come and enjoy an afternoon filled with festive choral music! Alongside our very own
Mindekirken Choir, you'll be treated to performances by the Kvinnekor, American
Swedish Institute Cloudberries, the Norwegian Glee Club, and the American Swedish
Institute Male Chorus. Coffee, cocoa, Christmas cookies and fellowship to follow!

Santa Lucia Pageant

Sunday Dec 14—11:00 - 12:00 PM Worship Service

Is a beautiful tradition that now goes back hundreds of years. We hope you find this a
meaningful part of your own celebration, devotion and reflection this Advent season.

Christmas Eve at Mindekirken—Julaften Lysmesse

Wednesday Dec 24—4:00 PM
God jul! Join us for a special Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, or Julaften Lysmesse in
Norwegian. Prelude concert will begin at 3:30 PM.

Juletrefest

Sunday Dec 28—12:30 PM

Join us for a fun time of singing traditional Norwegian Christmas carols while walking
around the Christmas tree. Cookies and special treats for the children will be provided,
and Santa will be there to give gifts to the children. Please feel free to bring Christmas
cookies to share. FREE!




SPONSORS

Gracia Grindal: Check out my new book
What a Fellowship: Remembering Augsburg Seminary and the Lutheran Free Church
https://www.fortresspress.com/store/product/9798889834045/What-a-Fellowship.

Gracia

Grindal

Brekke Tours & Travel
Tours@BrekkeTours.com

What a

Fellowship

www.BrekkeTours.com
701-772-8999

7 REKKE

Tours & Travel

Your Scandinavian Specialist since 1956

William K. Wangensteen
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Porsgx‘hnd
GODJUL!

900 E. Wayzata Blvd. STE 110
Wayzata MN 55391

Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts,
Probate, Real Estate
Tel 952-473-0130
williamwangensteen@gmail.com

28 W Main Street | Crosby MN

NORD HUS Mﬁ Scandinavian Goods
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Charlotte Breivik
612.408.7449

Become a Communicator Sponsor!

To help support this publication, space is available to share your business card with over 1800 subscribers in
your target market! We ask for a donation of $50 per issue or $140 for 3 months.
Email officec@mindekirken.org for more information.




Mindekirken 2025 Congregational Council

Executive Commitee Trustees Deacons

Kirsti Grodahl, President Nancy Sand Olson, Treasurer Toby Hillmann Laurie Agrimson

Gracia Grindall, Vice President =~ Nancy Watkins, Deacons Chair Tom Peterson Kathryn Mckeen

Jennifer Thue, Secretary Toby Hillmann, Trustees Chair Doug Watkins Wendi Storhoff
Gunnar Kristiansen, Pastor Bob Worrall Nancy Watkins

MINDEKIRKEN STAFF
PASTOR OFFICE STAFF
Gunnar Kristiansen Maggie Burr: Office Administrator Charlotte Breivik: Husmor
pastor@mindekirken.org office@mindekirken.org (Kitchen Coordinator)
charlotte@mindekirken.org

Terry Parker: Facility Coordinator
MUSIC STAFF A

t dekirken.
John De Haan: Choir/Music Director erry@ mindekirken.org PROGRAMS
dehaad06@umn.edu Krista Schweppe: MNLCP Administrator

Curt Aaseng: Bookkeeper

norsk@mindekirken.org
bokkeeper@mindekirken.org

Hui Chen: Organist

; ; : Marilyn Sorensen: Tuesday Open House
organist@mindekirken.org Synneva Bratland: Office Staff Cooré/inator yEp

synneva@mindekirken.org tuesdayopenhouse@mindekirken.org

MINDEKIRKEN WEEKLY

Want even more Mindekirken? Scan the QR code or contact the office to sign
up for our weekly emails and stay up to date!

Sign up can also be found on the bottom of all pages at mindekirken.org

Feb 24,2026 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Peer Gynt 150th Anniversary Readers’ Theater Presentation celebration of the 150th
anniversary of Norway’s most performed play, we present Henrik Ibsen’s remarkable work with
music by Edvard Grieg, adapted by Jon Cranney and Sonja Thompson. Featuring an ensemble
of singer-actors with piano accompaniment.

Edvard Grieg Society of Minnesota—Celebrating Nordic Music & Culture Since 2005
https://egsmn.org/concert/peer-gynt-150th-anniversary-readers-theater-presentation/

Wiidehiii We wish avery warm welcome
2 I Norwegian Language & Culture Program to all new and returning students!

Language classes meet for 2 hours a week for 10 weeks. WM"W% /

2026 Term Start Dates:
Winter: January 5th

Spring: March 23rd Winter registration opens December 1st.
Classes run from January 5th to March 16th, 2026.

For more information and to register for classes: www.MNLCP.org




DECEMBER 2025

The Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church
MINDEKIRKEN COMMUNICATOR

924 E. 21st St

Minneapolis, MN 55404-2952

Return Service Requested

DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

- December 7 -
9 am English Service with Communicn - December 24 -
11 am Norwegian Service with Communion 3:30 Prelude Concert
12:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 4:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

1 pm Santa Lucia Pageant Rehearsal
- December 28 -

= December 14- 10 am Mindekirken Tour
9 am English Service 11 am Bilingual Family Service
11 am Norwegian Service & Santa Lucia Pageant 12:30 pm Juletrefest

12:30 pm Choir Rehearsal

- December 21 -

9 am English Service with Communion
11 am Norwegian Service with Communion
12:30 pm Choir Rehearsal
2 pm Nordic Choirs Julekonsert

COMMUNICATOR MAILING
To receive an emailed copy of the Communicator in lieu of the
mailed paper edition, please contact office@mindekirken.org. The
Communicator is also available on cur website, along with past editions.
Please also contact the office for any address changes or requests.

612-874-0716 | mindekirken.org



